
David Maslanka was born in New Bedford, Massachusetts in 1943. 
He attended the Oberlin College Conservatory where he studied 
composition with Joseph Wood. He spent a year at the Mozarteum 
in Salzburg, Austria, and did masters and doctoral study in 
composition at Michigan State University where his principal 
teacher was H. Owen Reed. 

Maslanka’s music for winds has become especially well known. 
Among his more than 150 works are over 50 pieces for wind 
ensemble, including eight symphonies, seventeen concertos, a 
Mass, and many concert pieces. His chamber music includes four 
wind quintets, five saxophone quartets, and many works for solo 
instrument and piano. In addition, he has written a variety of 
orchestral and choral pieces. 

David Maslanka’s compositions are published by Maslanka Press, Carl Fischer, Kjos Music, 
Marimba Productions, and OU Percussion Press. They have been recorded on Albany, 
Reference Recordings, BIS (Sweden), Naxos, Cambria, CRI, Mark, Novisse, AUR, Cafua (Japan), 
Brain Music (Japan), Barking Dog, and Klavier labels. He served on the faculties of the State 
University of New York at Geneseo, Sarah Lawrence College, New York University, and 
Kingsborough Community College of the City University of New York, and was a freelance 
composer in Missoula, Montana from 1990 until his death in 2017. 

Program Note by David Maslanka 

Mother Earth was composed for the South Dearborn High School Band of Aurora, Indiana, Brian 
Silvey, conductor. The commission was for a three-minute fanfare piece. Each piece takes on a 
reason for being all its own, and Mother Earth is no exception. It became an urgent message 
from Our Mother to treat her more kindly! My reading at the time of writing this music was For 
a Future to be Possible by the Vietnamese monk and teacher, Thich Nhat Hanh. He believes that 
the only way forward is to be extremely alive and aware in our present moment, to become 
awake to the needs of our beloved planet, and to respond to it as a living entity. Music making 
allows us to come immediately awake. It is an instant connection to the powerful wellspring of 
our creativity, and opens our minds to the solution of any number of problems, including that 
of our damaged environment. My little piece does not solve the problem! But it is a living call to 
the wide-awake life, and it continues to be performed by young people around the world. 
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