How to Make Mardi Gras Masks for Kids
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Mardi Gras is just around the corner. One of the METHODS

. . Making a Basic Mask
most essential accessories, apart from the necklaces o “

. ) D Making a Handprint Mask
of course, is the mask. Instead of running to the @ Making a Paper Plate Mask

store and buying one, why not making your own? OTHER SECTIONS
They are lots of fun to make. Best of all, there are (1) Tips and Warnings
several ways of making them, and endless ways of (&) Things You'll Need

decorating them. So, what are you waiting for? Grab SEaEl AL
some glue, paper, dowels, and let your imagination [ References
run wildl

Method

= Making a Basic Mask | &5 pownload Articie

How to Make Mardl Gras Masks for Kids

Find a blank mask to decorate. Half masks that cover just the eyes work the best,

but you can use a full face mask if you can't find anything else. If you can't find any
blank masks, find a mask template online, print it onto cardstock, then cut it out, including
the eye holes []



2 Paint the mask, if desired. Most blank masks come in either black or white. If you
want to make your mask look more interesting, paint it using purple, green, or
yellow/gold paint. Acrylic or tempera paint will work just fine on paper or cardboard masks,

but spray paint would be the better option for plastic masks.
« If you like paper mache, consider covering the mask with glue and purple, green,
and yellow tissue paper cut into 1-inch (2.54-centimeter) squares.[Z]
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Decorate the mask. The possibilities are endless here. Grab some glitter glue,

rhinestones, feathers, sequins, and beads, and let your imagination run wild. Typical
Mardi Gras colors are purple, green, and yellow/gold. but you can include other colors here
as well. To cut back on drying times, use hot glue. Here are some decorating ideas to get
you started:

« OQuitline the eyes using glitter glue, sequins. tiny rhinestones. or Mardi Gras beads.

« Add some colorful feathers to the top edge of the mask. Secure them by the stems

to the back of the mask.
» Decorate the mask with rhinestones and glitter glue.
= Paint a harlequin design using purple, green. or yellow/gold paint.



4 Decorate the dowel. You don't frave to do this. but it will give your miask a nice touch!

Place a drop of hot glue at the bottornm of you dowel
ribbon into it Wirap the ribbon arocound the dowel in a spiral
top of the dovvel wwith more hot glue. Glue a small
dowvel

and press the end of a thin
then secure the other end ito the
round rhinestone to each end of the

- If vou can't find a dowvvel.

a chop stick may also vwork

Stick-on rhinestones are the perfect size for this. You wi

however

- If vou can't find rhinestones.
instead!

still want to glue therm on

that's okay! You can leave thhem oul. or use glitter glue
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Let the mask and dowel dry. How long the mask takes to dry depends on what you
used to decorate it. Hot glue sets in seconds, and acrylic paint dries in less than an
hour. Regular craft glue and glitter glue can take several hours! Be patient.

Glue the dowel to the mask. Flip the mask over so that the back is facing you. Place
the dowel along one of the edges. Make sure that the rhinestone tip is just peeking
out over the top edge of the mask. Secure the dowel with some hot glue.



Making a Handprint Mask |&E pownioad Articie
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Get some sturdy paper. Great choices include poster paper and cardstock. They
can be both the same color or different colors, such as purple and green. In a pinch,
you could also use construction paper as well

Paint your paper, if desired. Use a large paint brush or foam brush to paint the
paper a solid color. You don't really need to do this, since you will be decorating the
mask later on, but it's a great additional step to keep young crafters entertained!

« You can paint the mask any color you want, but purple, green, and yellow/gold are
traditional Mardi Gras colors.



¥ How 1o Make Mardh Gra:
Trace your hands onto the back of the paper. You will need to trace both your left

hand and you right hand. Be sure to spread your hands and fingers apart, like
showing someone the number 5.3

PYPEC

Cut the traced hands out. Be sure to cut neatly between the fingers. If a young
crafter is doing this project, it would be best if an adult or older child helped them with
this step!
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Tape or glue the palms together. Place the hands side-by-side so that the bases of

the palms are touching and the fingers are pointing to the sides. Overlap the palms by
1/2 inch (1.27 centimeters). then secure them with a strip of clear tape. You can also use
glue instead.[4]

= A staple is not recommended because of how close it is to the eyes

Cut out some eye holes. Place the mask over your face with the thumbs pointing
down. Gently feel where the eyes are, and make a mark with a pencil. Use the pencil
marks as a guide to draw almond shapes, then cut the shapes out ]

« Young crafters will need adult help on this step.



Decorate the mask. Let your imagination run wild. You can paint the mask or draw

on it with glitter glue. You can add rhinestones. beads, or feathers. Be sure to
decorate the area around the eyeholes to make them stand out!l®]

= Be sure to let the mask dry once you decorate it. How long it takes depends on

what you used to decorate it.
= Don't get foc carried away. If the mask is too heavy, it will flop down!

Attach the mask to a straw or short dowel. Flip the mask over so that the back is
facing you and the thumbs are pointing down. Place your stick on the side of the
mask so that it is parallel to the base of the fingers. Secure the stick with some tape or hot

glue.[ﬂ

= You can also use a chopstick instead.
= Decorate the stick with ribbon and/or rhinestones first for an extra-fancy mask.



How 1o Make Mardl Gras Masks for Kids

Cut a paper plate in half. The plate needs to be wide enough to cover your face, so
a dinner-sized plate is recommended. Make sure that the plate is plain. This way, the
original designs won't show through when you paint it [8]
= Save the other half of the plate for another project or make a second mask for a
friend.

How to Make Mardi Gras Masks for Kidd

Cut out the nose groove. Find the middle of the mask. Next, cut a U-shaped groove
into the bottom straight edge. How big you cut the groove depends on how big your
nose bridge is. You want the mask to be able to rest on your nose [°]

= If you want a cat eye mask instead, cut a U-shaped groove into the top, curved
edge instead



Cut out the eye holes. Place the mask over your face, like a pair of sunglasses.
Gently feel where your eyes are, then make marks using a pencil. Sketch out a pair of
almond-shaped eye holes with a pencil right over the marks. Cut the eye holes out.[10]
= If a young crafter is making this mask. he or she will need and aduilt to help them
with this step.
= For a more precise cut, use a craft blade.
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How 1o mi. Mardi Gras Masks for Kids

Paint the mask using acrylic or tempera paint. You can apply the paint using a
large paintbrush or a foam brush. Make sure that you coat the enfire mask with paint.
You can make your mask any color you want. but purple. green. and yellow/gold are
traditional Mardi Gras colors. Let the paint dry before moving on [11]
= This step can get a little messy. It would be a good idea to work on top of some
newspaper.



Decorate your mask. Let your imagination go wild here. The fancier your mask is.
the better. Try some glitter glue. sequins, rhinestones. and feathers. You can even
paint additional designs onto the mask as welli[12]
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Attach the mask to a short dowel. Flip the mask over so that the back is facing you.

Secure a dowel to one of the sides. Hot glue would be the best, but you can use a
few strips of tape as well [13]

= You can also use a chop stick or a sturdy siraw.

= Consider decorating your dowel first with a ribbon or rhinestones.

https://www.wikihow.com/MakeMardi-GrasMasksfor-Kids



Mardi Gras Arts/Crafts from Kinder Art

https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/sculpture/animainasks/

ANIMAL MASKS

Students can create wild and wonderful animal masks using balloons and paper mache.
By Carla Fontenot [Carla is a 3rd grade teacher at King's West in Bremerton, Washington.]

OBJECTIVES:

Students will create a 3-D animal or mask, paying close attention to details such as; color, shape,
size, texture and facial features.

Students should demonstrate a willingness to learn about other cultures by positively contributing
to the discussion at least twice during the lesson.



WHAT YOU NEED:

* balloons

» masking tape

* newspaper cut into strips
* white glue

* water

e acrylic paint (several colors)
e paint brushes

» large container for mixture
+ small containers for paint

« craft knife or scissors (adult assistance required)

WHAT YOU DO:

1. Students blow up balloons.
2. Mix half glue and half water mixture into container.

3. Student dips newspaper strips into mixture, wiping any extra off into the container with index

finger and thumb.
4, Student lays strips onto the balloon, covering the balloon with at least two layers.
5. Hang over newspaper to dry.
6. Students may need to add another layer to balloon and repeat the drying process.
7. When dry, teacher needs to cut the balloon in half with an exacto knife.
8. Student chooses one half (2 students can share one balloon).
9. Using masking tape and newspaper, student builds up eyes, ears, nose, and other features.
10. Cover with another layer of strips covered with glue mixture.
11. Letdry.
12. Student is ready to paint. Cover entire mask with one base color.
13. Letdry.
14. Paint details.

15. The animal mask is ready to display in the hall with a report or essay.
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COFFEE CAN DRUMS

;'Grades 3-5 ?'K~2 éh‘lardiGras Crafts é!‘v!u{ticultural/‘«rt érv1usicallns?runu’.nts éRr:cyr:lir‘lg

ESculptur:‘:. Collage ;Surnrnec Camp

Drums are an important part of life and ceremony in many cultures. Here is a simple method for you
and your students to create a fun sounding drum as you celebrate the cultures of the world.

By Andrea Mudler-Slater

WHAT YOU NEED:

An empty coffee can (or oatmeal container) with a lid ismall, large, whatever you have).

« Construction paper, glue & scissors.

» Paint or markers.

= Paintbrushes & water.

« Dowels or sticks from trees in the park.

= String, leather, feathers, beads... any bits of scrap material you might have.






